INTRODUCTION - WEEK THREE 
FEBRUARY EVANGELISM INTENSIVE SCHOOL
· The whole world is looking for genuine HOPE
The Apostle Paul wrote,

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of [a]corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.” (Romans 8:18-22)

· There are so many people that are now struggling under the pressures of life. Every day I see people on their way to work getting their $1 coffee with no real joy and so many school students trudging to school not sure of what the future holds for them

· As Christians we can share a message of hope with those in the world. That Jesus is the hope for all humanity 
· There is power in the gospel message to bring transformation to our communities
· We see this clearly in the book of Acts

“Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word. Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.

For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed.

AND THERE WAS GREAT JOY IN THAT CITY” (Acts 8:4-8)
· If ever there is a time to take the gospel everywhere it in NOW
· Miracles are also a great key to seeing people come to Christ. No one can dispute the fact when a genuine miracle has taken place
In the book of Acts we read, 

“32 Now it came to pass, as Peter went through all parts of the country, that he also came down to the saints who dwelt in Lydda. 33 There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years and was paralyzed. 34 And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make your bed.” Then he arose immediately. 35 So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.” (Acts 9:32-35)
· As I was praying about today I sensed that the Lord was emphasising three important things that are required in the times that we are now living in
1) We need more of God’s power in our preaching and ministry
The simple fact is that all people are in a constant spiritual contest. There is a fight on for every soul and for every Christian’s god given destiny. The bible makes this very clear

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:12)

“But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.” 
(2 Corinthians 4:3-4)

The Apostle Peter wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
Given this very real spiritual opposition from the enemy of our souls, the devil, our preaching must be with power so that people can be loosed from the Kingdom of darkness and become part of God’s glorious kingdom (the family of God)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:3-5)
“For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake.”

(1 Thessalonians 1:5) 

2) That we also have a need for power evangelism in the times that we are now living in where we see miracles helping to see people come to faith

Practicing God’s presence in our lives and being continually filled with the Holy Spirit helps to empower us to pray for and to see miracles of healings

Jesus Himself often withdrew to spend time in prayer to His Father in heaven and continually ministered in the power of the Holy Spirit
In the gospel of Luke we read, 12 And it happened when He was in a certain city, that behold, a man who was full of leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and [b]implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean. 13 Then He put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately the leprosy left him. 14 And He charged him to tell no one, “But go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as a testimony to them, just as Moses commanded.”

15 However, the report went around concerning Him all the more; and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by Him of their infirmities. 16 So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed.

It was His constant regular fellowship with His Father in Heaven in prayer that helped to prepare and empower Jesus for His ministry during His time here on earth
17 Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present [c]to heal them.” (Luke 5:12-17)

In the book of Acts we read,
“how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38)
It is vitally important as Christians that we practice God’s presence in our lives so that we can see God’s power consistently operating in and through our lives
In the book of Acts we read, “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marvelled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13)
Spending time with the LORD is a great key to getting His compassion for the lost and hurting.

In the gospel of Matthew we see clearly the compassion that Jesus had for the lost and hurting,

“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.”

“But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.”  (Matthew 9:35-36)
Having our prayers undergirded by compassion also helps to make our prayers for the sick more effective as we see people the way that God does. People that are in desperate need of hope and healing 
The Apostle Peter’s miracle ministry was very much a result of his prayer life
In the book of Acts we read,

“Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour.”(Acts 3:1)
As I read this Scripture the Lord emphasised the importance of starting each day with prayer and also the power that can be gained from an hour of Spirit led prayer time - An hour of power as we spend time in God’s presence in worship and prayer

For those in the workforce and for housewives it is important to be creative in making time to spend with the Lord. Travel time to and from work can be a great time to be still before the Lord to commune with Him in worship and prayer
Whilst for housewives during the day when the children are at school could be the most suitable time to draw aside to spend quality time in the presence of the Lord
It is by consistently making time to spend with the Lord that we can continually minister out of the overflow of God’s presence in our lives

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,

“For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:14-19)

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,”    (Ephesians 3:20) 

In the book of Acts we see that prayer was a great focus with the result that miracles were common place in the early church

This can be clearly seen in the following passages of Scripture in the book of Acts;

After Peter and John and been persecuted for their faith they prayed with one accord, 
“Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, ‘by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the Name of Your Holy Servant Jesus.”  (Acts 4:29-30) 
“And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.” (Acts 4:31)
“And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch.” (Acts 5:12)
“And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were healed.” (Acts 5:14-16)

AND

3) That all that we do needs to be undergirded by our genuine love for those that we are ministering to
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)
Jesus Himself said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)

Just some final concluding thoughts before I look at some more practical teachings today
i. The importance of taking the church into the streets and into the community

Jesus made this clear in His Parable of the Great Supper,

“21 So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the [a]maimed and the lame and the blind.’ 22 And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.’ 23 Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.” (Luke 14:21-23) Jesus also said, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15)

ii. That ministry must always be about helping to empower individuals to live for Christ. That ministry must never be just about ministering to crowds and congregations
God is all about the individual. Every soul is precious to God. We must never lose sight of the value of every single person to God when we are ministering too many. For this reason I invariably minister to individuals in the crowd or congregation when I am preaching too many
Jesus made this very clear in the Parable of the lost sheep when He said, “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which is lost!’ I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.  (Luke 15:4-7) 
WE MUST ALWAYS BE PREPARED TO SPEND QUALITY TIME WITH INDIVIDUALS IN MINISTRY, AND
iii. The importance of the church helping to create the right future in our communities. The Lord impressed this upon my heart as a saw the headlines “CREATING THE FUTURE” on a newspaper on the footpath as I went for a walk this morning
What I felt the Lord was impressing upon my heart was that the future of our communities and nation greatly depends on all Christian’s truly becoming salt and light in our communities
Jesus Himself said,

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavour, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.” (Matthew 5:13)
“You are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16)
Without Christians having a passion to live for Christ in these days that we are now living in, the tide of lawlessness will continue to undermine the communities where we are living in
There is a saying that for evil to prevail it just takes good men to do nothing

Particularly as parents and older Christians it is crucial that we have a great fervour and passion for the things of God so that the youth and children will be encouraged to live also for the Lord

AGAIN IT IS OUR TIME WITH THE LORD THAT WILL GIVE US THIS PASSION TO LOVE AND SERVE CHRIST

King David knew God in a very real and special way because he spent quality time in His presence. This is clearly reflected in Psalm 63 where King David wrote,

“O GOD, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for you; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You.” (Psalm 63:1-3)

If ever there is a time to stand up for the cause of Christ, now is the time
How important it is now that we make our love for Christ and the things of the Kingdom the greatest priority in our life
There is a whole world looking for genuine hope and the only hope for humanity is Jesus Christ, the only name under heaven by which we must be saved
